
  

 
 

MARIO ST. GEORGE BOIARI FOUNDATION 2016 
ANNUAL REPORT  

 
July 1st 2015 – June 30th 2016 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Table of Contents: 
 

• Foundation Overview 
 
 

• Message from the Board of Directors 
 
 

• Grant and Philanthropy  
 
 

• Closing 
 

 



  
 
Foundation Overview 
 

 
 
 
 
The Mario St. George Boiardi Foundation is a public, not-for-profit charity that was 
established in 2007 to honor, celebrate, and memorialize the life, legacy, and dreams of 
Mario St. George Boiardi. The Foundation’s mission is: 
 
“Empowering the next generation through academics and athletics.” 
 
The Foundation’s capital base was established through a series of fundraising events and by 
the generosity of many individual donors. Each year the Foundation distributes a portion of 
its capital to charitable organizations whose missions align with that of the Foundation. The 
recipients of the Foundation’s grants embody the selflessness, generosity, compassion, 
devotion, and love that George is remembered for in the pursuit of their endeavors. 
Through their efforts, recipients aim to leave every place better than they found it, just as 
George did. Past grant recipients include Teach For America and the Family Reading 
Partnership of Ithaca. Our capital also supports the Foundation’s Summer Camp Program, 
providing financial assistance to deserving students who wish to attend academic, athletic, or 
other educational summer camps. 
 
The Mario St George Boiardi Foundation is a tax-exempt organization under section 501(c)3 
of the Internal Revenue Code (Tax I.D. 26-1141871), and contributions are tax-deducible to 
the extent allowed by law.  
 
If you are interested in making a donation, or would like more information, please contact us 
at TheBoiardiFoundation@gmail.com.  

 
 
 



  
 
Message from the Board of Directors 
 
    

        June 30, 2016 
 
Dear Friends,   
 
With your support, the Mario St. George Boiardi Foundation continues to fulfill its mission 
of empowering the next generation through academics and athletics.  We would like to take 
a moment to thank each of you for making the dream of this foundation a reality.  We owe a 
debt of gratitude to our many volunteers for their hard work and dedication over the course 
of the past years, and to all of you who have supported the Foundation by attending our 
events, making a gift, and staying involved. 
 
Over the past year the Foundation’s assets exceeded a milestone, with the capital base 
surpassing $500,000.  Much of that growth is thanks to the release of Jon Gordon’s 
inspirational book, The Hard Hat, which relays George’s story to describe what it means to 
be a good teammate.  Jon has generously donated 100% of his royalties to the Foundation, 
and his contribution has been indelible.  We all owe Jon a debt of gratitude. 
 
Following this message, you will find a list of the Foundation’s grants and philanthropy over 
our fiscal year (July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016).  This past year we provided more in support 
through financial distributions than we ever have – close to $26,000.  That support continues 
to go to organizations with similar missions to the Foundation as well as our summer camp 
programs that support academic and athletic endeavors for underprivileged youth.   
 
All of those involved with the Mario St. George Boiardi Foundation are grateful for your 
support and contributions, which allows us to continue to honor George’s life and legacy by 
empowering the next generation through academics and athletics.     
  
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
  
The Board of Directors of the Mario St George Boiardi Foundation  
        

           
David Coors                   Billy Fort      Tim Kirchner             Ian Rosenberger 

 

 

 



  
 
Grants and Philanthropy  
 
Philanthropy is the lifeblood of the Foundation. Over the past fiscal year, The Foundation 
has given close to $26,000 to support our mission. The Foundation provides grants to like-
minded organizations that include Teach For America in South Dakota and the Family 
Reading Partnership in Ithaca, NY.  The Foundation has provided continuous support to 
these organizations since our inception in 2007.   
 
The Foundation has also partnered with other organizations to support our Summer Camp 
Program.  Through our partnerships with MetroLacrosse, Harlem Lacrosse & Leadership, 
Trilogy Lacrosse, Wishbone, and Seven Tepees we are able to send underprivileged 
youngsters to camps they otherwise would be unable to attend.  Below details those 
partnerships further. 
 
 
 
MetroLacrosse 
The MetroLacrosse Boiardi Award is given during their SummerBounce camp to honor the 
academic, athletic and personal efforts of five individuals: one high school boy, one high 
school girl, one junior boy, one junior girl, and one additional student. The award helps 
defray the cost of their attendance. The recipients embody the example set by George:  they 
are leaders who demonstrates self-confidence and hard work on and off the field; inspire 
teammates to greatness, and give back to their community, selflessly helping others.  
As an overnight camp set in remote New Hampshire, SummerBounce presents a unique 
opportunity to teach participants both life skills and lacrosse skills.   
 
 
 
Harlem Lacrosse & Leadership – Trilogy Lacrosse 
Harlem Lacrosse & Leadership and Trilogy Lacrosse are both focused on using the sport of 
lacrosse to help young people develop on and off the field. The Boiardi Foundation helped 
more than 19 Harlem Lacrosse players attend Trilogy events across the country in places 
such as Deerfield Academy and Millbrook School. Additionally, three Harlem Lacrosse 
students were able to attend Trilogy's ICE Program - an immersive club lacrosse experience. 
As part the ICE program, Harlem Lacrosse participants joined a book club where they read 
Jon Gordon's "Hard Hat" book. Former Cornell Lacrosse standout and Trilogy executive 
Mitch Belisle visited with the Harlem Lacrosse & Leadership students to share his 
experiences with George and George’s values, and reflected with the students on how they 
could carry on George's legacy and the importance of being a good teammate. Harlem 
Lacrosse & Leadership school sites have since adopted and created their own "Hard Hats" 
to honor George and what he meant as a teammate. 
 
 
 
 



  
 
 
Wishbone 
Wishbone is an organization that strives to bridge the opportunity gap by providing low-
income high school students with opportunities to attend high quality summer programs in a 
field they are passionate about.  It operates a platform for students to apply for and receive 
crowd-funding for these summer experiences.  Their programs cover a wide range of 
interests, including academics, the arts, athletics, and leadership.  The Foundation selected 17 
students to sponsor whose experiences included a Sports Medicine camp, an Outward 
Bound adventure, and a National Youth Leadership Forum. We encourage you to visit 
wishbone.org to see this platform for yourself. 
 
Seven Tepees 
Seven Tepees Youth Program provides comprehensive services to under resourced youth in 
San Francisco. Seven Tepees Youth Program's mission is to work with urban youth from 6th 
grade through high school to foster the skills they need to make lifelong positive choices and 
to create their own opportunities for success.  The Foundation sponsored five 6th graders 
entering the program to go on a camping trip in California’s Sierra Nevada mountains.  We 
also sponsored 10 students attendance at a robotics summer program using the computers at 
their learning center for a coding introduction workshop. 
 
 
 

 
Mitch Belisle speaking about George with Harlem Lacrosse & Leadership participants. 

 
 
 



  
 
 
Closing 
 
We want to send a special thanks to some specific members of our organization: Chris Viola 
and the stalwart group of volunteers who organized another successful Capital Lacrosse 
Invitational; Marshal Peters for taking the reins and coordinating the 21 Run in Ithaca, NY; 
Mitch Belisle for his work organizing and implementing the lacrosse program with Harlem 
Lacrosse; and special thanks to Jon Gordon whose story has allowed so many who never 
met George to understand the indelible mark he left upon us all.     
 
We hope that everyone associated with the Mario St. George Boiardi Foundation feels a 
strong sense of achievement.  Through all of our collected efforts – volunteers, donors, and 
event attendees – we have created a lasting legacy to George that will positively impact the 
next generation for many years to come.  However, we know there is still more to 
accomplish, and we hope you all will continue that journey with us.  Thank you again for all 
of your support!   
 


